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YHS named Distinguished School,
career/tech program is exemplary

For the second time in a row,
Yosemite High School has been
named a California Distin-
guished School. The school
earned the four-year honor the
first time in 2001; the 2005 des-
ignation will last until 2009.

This year the school is also
being honored for having an
exemplary career / technical pro-
gram. It is one of 12 high schools
in California to receive that
honor.

YHS Principal Steve Raupp
will accept the schoolis awards at
the state awards ceremony in
Anaheim May 20.

“It is wonderful to be named
as a 2005 California Distin-
guished School and to receive
the Career/Technical Education
Award,” Raupp says. “This
recognition is a direct result of
the hard work of our students
and staff. To be recognized as
one of the top high schools in
California is quite an honor, and
something that our students,
staff, and community can be very
proud of. | want to recognize the
great job our students have done
in the classroom, and particular-
ly recognize their outstanding
performance on the STAR test-
ing. | also would like to com-
mend our staff for their commit-
ment to students. The job that
teachers do in the classroom is
the primary reason for our suc-
cess.”

Only schools that meet spe-
cific test criteria are allowed to
submit the written application
for  Distinguished  School.
Schools that meet the criteria are
given the opportunity to apply
for the program award; this year
it was career/technical.

The extensive written appli-
cation is read by a panel of judges

who decide if the school qualifies
for the honor. Out of a possible
eight points on the written appli-
cation, YHS received eight. The
school received 5.5 out of a pos-
sible six on the career / technical

person on the validation team
said she has never seen a school
get the full eight points on the
written application.

A team of YHS staff mem-
bers wrote the applications.

courses through the Regional
Occupational Program (ROP).
Each ROP course has an
advisory board made up of mem-
bers of that occupation.
The Distinguished School

Yosemite High School Principal Steve Raupp

application.

Schools that passed the writ-
ten portion of the process were
then visited by a team of educa-
tors and community members to
validate the application.
Yosemite had its validation visit
in early April.

The person from the
California  Department  of
Education who came to validate
the career / technical application
said the YHS program is one of
the best in the state. Another

In its career/technical pro-
gram, YHS offers a variety of
classes including auto, welding,
woodworking, careers in educa-
tion, careers in criminal justice,
Environmental and  Spatial
Technology (EAST), agricul-
ture, home economics, computer
technology, Web page design,
drafting, emergency medical
technician, multi-media and
video / animation.

The school offers beginning
level courses and advanced level

application covered vision, lead-
ership and standards; student
assessment; curriculum  and
instructional practices; profes-
sional development; curricular
paths and academic guidance;
student support services; school
culture and engaging the school
community.

Yosemite Joint Union High
School District Superintendent
Bill McCabe says “I am extreme-
ly proud of Yosemite High
School for earning this honor.”

Nichols hopes his high school
project will help save some lives

CARMEN GEORGE
After the Columbine High
School shooting, Yosemite High

Along with Nichols, Dustin
Westfall, a junior, has also been
involved in helping to create the

ing it a lot,” Nichols said of the
YHS principal.
The school is planning to

School student Aaron Nichols
was inspired to find a way to help
make his school a safer place.

As a result, he has created a
virtual walk-through of the YHS
campus that will now be avail-
able for possible use by the
Madera County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

The virtual walk-through
shows video footage of every
classroom at YHS, including air
ducts and small crevices that
could be potential hiding places.

After four years of hard work
by Nichols, now a senior, the
project is complete.

Nichols chose to do the walk-
through video as his community
service project in the Environ-
mental and Spatial Technology
(EAST) class, “Mr. Pesetski told
me 'you can try it, but it might
take you a while,” and he was
right,” Nichols says.

Aaron Nichols

video. Together, they have spent
the last few years planning, map-
ping and filming.

“The hardest part was to
physically map out the school,”
Nichols. “It was difficult trying
to get the lines to match up,
sometimes youd have to change
the settings on the GPS (Global
Positioning System) and map it
all over again,” recalled Nichols.

The virtual tour also gives
viewers different directions to
the same destination. Depending
on the situation, officials could
reach a classroom either by the
safest or fastest route.

Nichols’ project has been pre-
sented close to a dozen times at
school board meetings through-
out his four years at YHS and he
says he has received a lot of pos-
itive feedback.

“Mr. Raupp is really support-

have it available on selected com-
puters on campus with the virtu-
al walk-through intended to help
ensure student safety. “The best
part is knowing that our school is
really going to use it,” Nichols
said

Nichols stated that his EAST
teachers have also been very
helpful in supporting his project.
“They give me 100 percent sup-
port all the time,” he said.

One of the most enjoyable
parts of the EAST program for
Nichols is when he proves the
impossible to be possible.
“EAST is basically about break-
ing down barriers,” he said.

Throughout his career at
YHS, Nichols has had 120 hours
of training in software programs
that he has used in making the
virtual walk-through. He has
completed both his GPS and

Geographic Information System
(GIS) training.

Nichols hopes to join the
Navy after high school and work
with their Special Warfare
Combatant Craft Crewmen. The
SWCCC deals with manning
weapons and working with the
GPS systems.

However, Nichols has already
had numerous job offers, one of
which was an offer to be an
intern with ESRI, a company
that makes programs for maps.

Later, he hopes to present his
project to other schools for their
consideration as a possibility for
further student safety.

“I hope to save some lives
with these school programs,” he
concludes.

Students, staff part of
ACS Relay For Life

KRyYSTAL KANE

Relay for Life, an annual
event to help raise funds for the
American Cancer Society, draws
many participants from Yosemite
High. For this year, the Relay
team from YHS consists of
members of the Key Club and
California Scholarship Feder-
ation who have volunteered their
time to raise money for those
who have been touched by can-
cer.

The teams, this year around
25 students, have at least one
member on the track at all times
to keep the baton moving from 9
a.m. on May 21, to 9 am. the
following day, a 24 hour event.
Members of each team set up
camp near the track with tents,
blankets and whatever is neces-
sary to spend the night.

The YHS theme this year for
Relay for Life is “Under the
Water.” Participants of the Relay
are required to get sponsors, and
to collect a minimum of $100 for
the American Cancer Society. It
is an event marked with purpose
and enjoyment as well as the fact
that each member is walking in
memory of someone touched or
lost to cancer.

The schedule for the moun-
tain area Relay for Life for 2005,
which will be held at Wasuma
Elementary School in Ahwah-
nee, is as follows: at 8 a.m. there
will be an opening ceremony, fol-
lowed by a survivor lap at 8:45.
This is one in which those who
have been touched by cancer, but
are winning, walk the track

together to begin the Relay.
After this, members of each team
begin the Relay for Life and con-
tinue on into the following
morning with the final lap
Sunday at 8:55 a.m. The Closing
Ceremony is the final step for
Relay for Life at 9 a.m.

At dusk, the Luminaria
Ceremony begins during which a
candle that honors someone who
has battled cancer, or remembers
someone who lost the battle, is
put alongside the track, continu-
ally burning through the night,
symbolizing the “path of hope.”

“I  think it’s wonderful
because it supports a good cause
and brings people together. Also,
it celebrates cancer survivors as
well and recognizes what they've
been through,” states Rebecca
Brokaw, a Spanish teacher on
YHS campus. She and Rebecca
Hardison are the team captains
of the Relay for Life team this
year, and both feel very strongly
about its cause.

Brokaw, who has participated
in previous years, enjoys walking
on the track because, “you meet
a variety of people and get to
converse with them. Everyone is
there for a purpose and you all
share a common bond that holds
you together.”

Hardison feels that Relay for
Life is “a wonderful community
event, and is a lot of fun to be a
part of,” especially since it is the
biggest event for the American
Cancer Society and finding a
cure for cancer.

Students express
opinions about
new driving laws

CoRIE CARTER

Over the past few years the
driving age laws have been going
through various changes. Today's
youth are now facing new rules
and restrictions when trying to
get their driving permit and
license. One of the newest
changes to the driving laws is if
they are under 18 years of age
they must be at least 15-1/2 to
obtain a permit as opposed to the
old law of being 15 years old.

Then after a minimum of six
months they are able to get their
drivers license and then after-
ward they must wait another six
months before driving anyone
under the age of 20.

Lawmakers said they moved
up the driving age to allow
teenagers to become more
mature which opens up new
issues and lots of opinions on
which ages are appropriate.

These opinions include the
one of Christine Nicolulis, bus
driver at Yosemite, she said, “I

think the driving age is reason-
able,” although she feels that
they should ban the law that
doesn't allow drivers under the
age of 18 to drive anyone under
20 years of age the first six
months after obtaining a drivers
license.

How does this generation feel
about the new laws to which they
are being subjected? One of the
sophomores on campus, Jessica
Langley, feels that, “determining
the best driving age is hard to
judge because it depends on the
maturity of the person,” but she
also feels that 16 is a reasonable
age. Many juniors and seniors on
campus share the same opinion.
One of them is Nolan
Fitzpatrick, senior, he said, “It's
good because you are a little
more mature,” and Chelsea
Withrow, junior, also feels the
same by adding, “I think it’s
good because in a whole six
months they will learn to be
responsible.”

DoTTI JACKSON

Yosemite High students found out that donkeys can be pretty stubborn when they
participated in the Future Farmers of America Donkey Basketball game recently. The
riders spent almost as much time off the donkeys trying to pull them along as they
spent riding them. See Page 5 for story.



