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The inside of Building 300 has been completely removed so construction can
begin on a remodeling project. It is expected to be finished by some time in January.

Building 300 renovation
to be finished in January

KaARRI Cox

Twenty-nine  years ago,
Building 300, which has been
home to art, home economics
and the Badger Den, was a
restaurant, a class and it had
bathrooms. Now it is being
remodeled for modernization
purposes and will become two
art classrooms, an art gallery, a
home economics classroom, and
one room for storage for the two
classes.

This is the last of the original
buildings to be remodeled.
Modernization money was
received from the state. “We're

very excited,” says Rivka
Schaffner, one of the art teach-
ers.

Steve Raupp, the principal of
Yosemite High, says that this
construction will cost $800,000
and says that the construction
should be done in January.

After the modernization proj-
ect, the home economics class
should look the same but more
modern, the art classes should
have the same styles but more
modern, and the Art Gallery will
look greatly unfinished, which is
what the teachers want, it will
not have carpet, and it will have

tack walls and it will be 900
square feet so the classes can
work in it.

“We'll be glad when it’s
done,” says Raupp. When it's
finished the building will be
called the Jack and Jane Gyer
Building because the Gyers have
been long time Oakhurst resi-
dents and strong supporters of
the art program. “This building
will be more fitting to the cam-
pus and it will be a wonderful
facility to house the art room,”
says Raupp, “we're really excit-
ed.”

Athletes miss football games
to help hurricane victims

JONATHAN BLEA

It takes a lot of courage to
participate in a football contest.
It is both physical and mental
stresses that attack your mind
and your body. If you love the
game of football, then it makes it
that much harder to give up.
However, some things are out of
your control. Sometimes an
opportunity to better other peo-
ples’ lives comes up, and the only
thing you can do is the right
thing. The right thing being put-
ting you and your football team
second, and helping out people
who were victims of the

Hurricane Katrina.

Two such student-athletes
from Yosemite High School
made that choice. Andrew Moisa
and Dustin Maddox, along with
friend Adam Peterson, also from
YHS, and Gene Maddox,
Dustin’s dad, all left on Saturday,
Oct. 8, and headed to Ocean
Springs, Mississippi to prepare
to help the town rebuild itself
after the destructive hurricane.
This group of men took two
weeks out of their season and out
of their school life as part of the
Methodist Church’s commit-
ment to help the storm’s victims.
While there, they cleaned up a

little town called Gautier, and
took workout shorts and shirts
for the football team from
YYosemite to replace the ones they
lost in the storm. They also took
a video of some of the football
players wishing the players in
Gautier good luck and hoping
they get through this major set-
back. When asked why he decid-
ed to put football second for a
group of people who he had
never met before, Maddox gave a
simple but firm answer, “It’s just
the right thing to do.” Moisa,
too, believes that, “Those people
need our help, and we can be part
of the solution. We can help.”

Canned food drives and gifts
mark holiday student efforts

KRYSTAL KANE

As the Christmas season
approaches and the time of giv-
ing draws near, Yosemite High
School clubs open their hearts
and volunteer their time for their
annual canned food drives and
gift donations for those who are
less fortunate in the mountain
community.

This year, members of
Interact, a community service
club, are showing their Christ-
mas spirit through the adoption
of three needy families in the
mountain community, giving
gifts donated by club members as
well as food items collected dur-
ing a scavenger hunt.

This scavenger hunt took
place December 6, during which
Key Club members participated
along with Interact in collecting
food in four residential areas of
Oakhurst. A small Christmas

tree will also be given to each
family if needed.

In addition to these dona-
tions, Interact will also be taking
food, clothing, and school sup-
plies to west Fresno, the city with
the most concentrated level of
poverty in the US, according to
an October 2005 study by the
Brookings Institute.

Consuelo Mercier, Interact
advisor, states she was “blown
away” to hear this news, that 26.2
percent of the population and
20.5 percent of families live
below the poverty line, 37 per-
cent of which are under the age
of 18. “A large percentage of
workers in the San Joaquin
Valley are seasonal because of
agriculture,” states Mercier.

The Associated Student Body
is also part of the giving spirit
this holiday season with their
annual canned food drive taking

place between Dec. 1 and Dec.
15. Juniors Christi MacLaggan
and Sarah Prince are heading the
efforts to collect canned goods
this year, placing boxes for these
items in each classroom for stu-
dents and teachers alike.

Any food item is allowed for
the food drive, as well as cash
donations. A rally will be held
before December break in addi-
tion to these efforts, at which
time boxes will be placed at the
entrance and those with a can of
food may enter. A boys against
girls or class against class compe-
tition may also take place to
inspire active participation on
the YHS campus.

Both MacLaggan and Prince
state, “We hope everyone will be
involved and show that they
care.”

Cadet Corp

Yosemite High School’s
Cadet Corp brought home the
Best Marching Unit trophy from
the Veterans’ Day parade in
Fresno. About 28 YHS cadets
participated along with others
from the 5th Brigade.

John Alves, a junior, said “It is

brings home trophy

great to see all the veterans at the
parade and the support from the
public toward them.”

Captain Gary Sconce from
YHS said the company per-
formed flawlessly through the
entire parade.

“The State Adjutant Colonel

VanZant said this was the best
parade marching unit he had
ever seen in all his years with the
Cadet Corp,” Sconce said.

The cadets had to stand in
line for two-and-a-half hours
before it was their turn to march
through the streets of Fresno.

Passage of Measure P
forms new school district

CAITLYN JOHNSON

On November 8, Measure P
passed with a 64.7 percent of the
vote. Measure P unifies Yosemite
Joint  Union High School
District and Coarsegold Union
School District. A total of 5,132
mountain residents voted in
favor of measure P and 2,802 not
in favor. For Measure P to pass it
had to receive 50 percent plus
one. The new school district will
go into effect on July 1, 2006 and
the two old districts will end.

With the two districts com-
bining, new school board mem-
bers were elected. Priscilla Pike
won with the most votes with
11.7 percent and will be serving
her term for three years. Pike
currently serves on the Yosemite
High School board. Gregory T.

Schoonard was elected with 10.8
percent of the votes and he will
also be on the school board for
three years. Christine Wilder
won with 10.7 percent and will
be in term for three years. John
E. Reynolds was elected with
10.6 percent and will be serving
one year on the board.

Schoonard, Wilder, and Rey-
nolds are all currently on the
Coarsegold School Board.

Monika Young Moulin will
also be serving for one year and
she was elected on 9.6 percent;
this is her first time being on a
school board.

Bill McCabe, superintendent
of both YJUHSD and CUSD,
says “I believe Measure P will
create opportunities to maximize
our resources towards positive

student outcomes.”

He notes that all future rev-
enue will be prioritized by the
new unified board and allocated
based on district goals and prior-
ities.

McCabe reminds students
that there is a student represen-
tative on the board and they can
participate in their future by
becoming active.

Yosemite  High  School
District was formed in 1973 and
Yosemite High School opened
Sept. 9, 1976. Coarsegold School
District was formed in 1890.

The organizational meeting
for the unified board is sched-
uled for Dec. 12. One of the first
orders of business is to name the
new district.

Winter holidays observe
more than Christmas

JORDAN LOVETT

As the winter break
approaches many students and
their families begin to prepare
for winter celebrations. Living in
a predominantly Christian area,
some people tend to think that
the winter holidays denotes
Christmas, but in reality, there is
much more to winter holidays
than just the Christian celebra-
tion. Members of the Jewish
faith celebrate Hanukkah, while
many African-Americans cele-
brate Kwanzaa.

Christmas, the Christian hol-
iday of the winter season, is a cel-
ebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ, the figure around whom
the Christian religion pivots.
Because Christianity has so
many different branches and
many different celebratory cus-
toms it would be an erroneous to
generalize about how people cel-
ebrate. In fact, many Christians
go to mass or a religious service
on Christmas Eve, the night
before Christmas.

Matthew Wentz 1l, an active
Christian youth leader in the
Oakhurst/ Coarsegold commu-
nity says, “It's a family tradition
in my household for each mem-

ber of my family to recite the
biblical passage of Luke chapter
two while holding hands around
the Christmas tree.” Wentz said,
“It’s the most important time of
the year because | get to actively
praise the birth of the Savior
Jesus Christ.”

Kwanzaa, the African Ameri-
can celebration of the winter
holidays, begins on December 26
and ends on January 1. Kwanzaa
was originally created by Dr.
Maulana Karenga in 1966 as a
holiday to assert the identity of
the African-American society
during a time of oppression, but
it soon grew into much more.

Kwanzaa is a celebration of
values. Kerenga created a list of
seven values — unity, self-deter-
mination, collective work and
responsibility, purpose, creativity,
and faith. The celebration is cen-
tered on these seven values with
many symbols such as lighting
seven candles, drinking from a
unity cup, and passing out gifts.

Hanukkah is the Jewish cele-
bration that begins on November
30 and ends on December 7.
Hanukkah celebrates the victory
of the Jews over the Greeks in
165 B.C. According to tradition,

the Greek rulers of Israel forced
all of its residents to worship the
Greek deities. When the Greeks
came to Modiin, a small village,
they told the religious leader,
Mathias Maccabees to worship a
statue of a Greek deity. When he
refused, another villager stepped
up to worship the statue, but was
impaled by Mathias. This act of
rebellion led to a national upris-
ing which drove the Greeks out
of Israel.

When Judas Maccabees, the
leader of the rebellion, wanted to
rededicate the temple for reli-
gious services, he found that
many sacred items were broken
or missing. Judas decided to light
the golden menorah in order to
rededicate the temple, but he
only found enough oil to last him
for one night. Judas lit the meno-
rah on the first night, but mirac-
ulously the oil lasted for eight
days.

Now it’s tradition for Jewish
families to light a menorah in
remembrance of how long the oil
lasted.

Jessica Langley, a member of
the local Jewish community says,
“I really like getting the gold
coins and lighting the candles.”

Challenge Day returns to YHS

TIFFANY HALL

The fourth annual Challenge
Day will be taking place
February 28 and March 1, 2006.
Challenge Day is an event where
students work together, and over
the span of the day begin to
break down the barriers that they
have every day at school against
others. The coordinators of
Challenge Day this year will be
Nancy Lusby and Valarie
Shaffer.

They agree that Challenge
Day is worthwhile event. “I think
that the way people treat each
other has to change. It is a slow
process that needs to move in a
more positive direction,” said

Lusby. “I wish students would
take responsibility to keep it
going, they need to be the
change and Challenge Day is a
wonderful way to start the
process,” added Lushy.

“I think it is a wonderful
opportunity for students to see
that other students are dealing
with the same problems and that
they are not alone,” said Shaffer.

The students in Peer Com-
munications and Peer Mediation
will also be assisting in putting
on the event. The challenge
ahead for students and coordina-
tors is raising the $9,000 needed
to host the event. In order to
raise this money they will be par-
ticipating in the annual Christ-

mas tree auction, and they are
accepting donations as well.

Applications to attend either
one of the two Challenge Days
will be available February 7 and
will be due on February 14 by 3
p.m. The application process will
be different this year; those who
have never experienced Chal-
lenge Day will now be given
preference over those who have
previously participated. The first
100 applications for each date
will be accepted and after that no
more will be taken.

A video, Surviving High
School, will be shown February 2
at 7 p.m. so parents can see what
high school is like today, Lushy
said.

The Yosemite High School Cadet Corp at the Veterans’ Day parade in Fresno.



Page 2 Blue Print Yosemite High School & December 9, 2005

Opinion

Editoris Column

Carmen George

®

A Yosemite High School freshman survey
indicated that 68 percent of all students have
been a victim of a bully. An even larger 72 per-
cent indicated that they have been a bully
themselves. Another YHS survey showed that
48 percent of our YHS students have been
bullied, harassed or have experienced threats
while on campus.

Acceptance seems easier said than done.

What is it that drives us to judge, to hurt
and to divide ourselves?

When we tease and hurt, the driving force
is fear and hate. One person having to come to
school afraid is too many. As | walk around
campus, | see this fear in many passing eyes.
It’s like a glass sheet, an invisible distance that
the holder wears around their body to keep
the world out. Some of our classmates, our
peers, and our friends are dealing with isola-
tion because they don't want to risk being hurt
by trusting in someone else.

And rightfully so, with almost three fourths
of our student body openly admitting that
they have themselves been a bully, maybe
none of us deserves to be trusted.

But it doesn't have to be that way.

The root of this evil lies in not knowing
how to appreciate difference. We are afraid of
what is not familiar, and what is not like us,
and so we separate and we hate. But are these
differences really so terrifying? We are differ-
ent in almost every way, from our clothes, to
our skin and our friends, sports, and the way
each of us laughs and walks and smiles. Face
it, you are different than everyone else, and
you should be proud of it.

But we're not, and that's the problem.
Bullying is a sign of insecurity. A bully isn't
comfortable with who they are, and so they
can't be comfortable with anyone else who
also isn't insecure like themselves. The dic-
tionary defines a bully as a “person who teas-
es, frightens, or hurts smaller or weaker peo-
ple.” But who is really the weaker person? |
don't see any strength in hurting, I only see a
masked coward.

The problem also lies in denial. How many
students can you really pinpoint specifically as
being “the bully.” Probably not many. And
that’s because the real bullies of YHS arent
one or two kids, it’s all of us. Each of us is a
little piece of the giant bully that we have per-
mitted to enter YHS. Every hurtful comment,
whisper, cruel glance and joking put-down is
our bullying problem. If we want to stop bul-
lying, we can't continue to look outside of our-
selves for someone else to step up. Don't try to
blame the people around you. We are all the
problem, and we must take the initiative to
change ourselves. It is possible, but you must
have the strength of heart to believe that you
can.

You are not alone when you work towards
trying to bring positive change onto our cam-
pus. While stopping oppression is ultimately
up to the individual, there are a lot of groups
and programs on campus that have recognized
these problems and want to help. The Peer
Communications class puts on many events
that work towards stopping oppression and
bringing acceptance and understanding. The
group will help run Challenge Day in the
spring semester, geared around breaking social
barriers. The group also helped with national
Mix It Up day on November 15, where stu-
dents were encouraged to talk with people
from different social circles than their own to
promote understanding and acceptance.

However, these events alone can't stop all
the put downs and oppression. “A lot of peo-
ple had difficulty with Mix It Up day,” stated
Student Support Facilitator Valarie Shaffer
who initiated the day here at YHS. She stated
that while some students were willing to meet
new people and “bring down the walls,” others
were reluctant and stayed with familiar faces.

And it is this fear of people who are differ-
ent that will allow bullying and oppression to
survive. Change only comes by choice and
action. You can choose acceptance and under-
standing or you can choose fear and hate. It is
your choice. You hold our campus in your
hands.

Badger

“Pumpkin pie.” “Mashed pota-
Elijah toes.”
Backtalk Iohrson Zack
Freshman Peckinpah
What is your favorite hol- Sophomore
iday food?

“Ambrosia.” “Everything” |3 “My grand-
Lindsey 5 Terah | mothers flat
Schrank Sonderland apple pie.”

Junior Senior Debbie Sickler

COMPILED BY AUDREY COLLINS

Receptionist

Music Notes:

Visions of Grandeur striving
to improve as Christian band

JORDAN LOVETT

Almost everyone at Yosemite
High listens to one form of
music or another and a number
of them can admit that music
plays a large role in their life.

According to senior Kryssa
Barthold, “Music is pretty much
the most important thing.”

For most students, listening
to music is important, but for
students in the band Visions of
Grandeur, playing it is what real-
ly counts.

Visions of Grandeur is a
hardcore Christian band with
Austin Rhodes at guitar, Sam
Miller at bass, Mark Pero on
drums, Rick Gutierrez at vocals,
and Justin Stanphill at keyboard.

They are influenced by
Emery, Underoath, Dead Poetic,
and Emery. According to Taryn
McCreary, a junior
at YHS, “they do a
good job at empha-
sizing the best parts
of a variety of hard-
core bands and cre-
ating their own
unique sound using
these elements.”

Starting in the
2004, Visions of
included Gutierrez at vocals,
Jared Marr at bass and David
Gallagher at guitar; they soon
enlisted Pero for drums.

After a few uneventful prac-
tices, they stopped for awhile.
They soon found Rhodes as a

middle of
Grandeur

guitarist and began putting the
band together again. They
moved Marr to scream vocals
and invited a new bass player,
Miller, to practice with them.

A few months later, Stanphill
began playing the keyboard for
Visions.

The band continued through
2004, but in 2005, Visions got
serious. Although they are con-
stantly striving to be better at
their individual instruments,
sound better as a band, and make
new songs, hey are really, accord-
ing to Miller, “just six guys trying
to have fun doing something we
enjoy and praising God at the
same time.”
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Sports

Barr earns full-ride softball
scholarship to Univ. of Buffalo

CAITLYN JOHNSON

Sharon Barr, a senior at
Yosemite High School, received
a scholarship to the University at
Buffalo to be on the girls’ softball
team. The award is a five year full
ride scholarship which includes
books, room and board, tuition,
and a food plan. Barr has been
guaranteed a MBA (masters in
business administration). She
plans to major in business with a
emphasis on communication. On
the softball team, she hopes to be
a pitcher, short stop, or first
base.

In October Barr was able to
visit the University at Buffalo for
a weekend as well as making a
trip to visit Niagara Falls. She
met with the college counselors
and the athletic director.
Another thing Barr was able to
do was tour the campus and stay
in the dorms. She said this really
helped her get a feeling of what
it would be like to live at the
University of Buffalo. She also
got to hang out with the team
and get to know the other play-
ers. Barr said she chose this cam-
pus because of the team and
coaches and also how beautiful
the campus is.

During Barr's freshmen year
she is required to live on campus
in the dorms. She will be living
with another female athlete who
won't be another softball player.
Athletes on campus also get free
tutors who they can see whenev-

Sharon Barr

er they need help. The scholar-
ship is for five years, but Barr can
only play softball for four. For
her last year, she will get to be
like a normal student and not
worry about softball.

Moving so far away from
home won't be easy for Barr. As
of now she is planning on com-
ing home for all the major holi-
days such as Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Most of the girls on
the softball team are from the
east coast; only three of them are

from the west coast.

Of her family, Barr says “I'm
going to miss them so much.”
She also said, “I'm going to miss
all the people,” when asked about
leaving Oakhurst.

Barr is really excited about
going away to the University at
Buffalo. She said, “I look forward
to living in New York, playing
for a Division | softball team,
and traveling with my team-
mates.”

Cross country girls win
North Sequoia League

DEeRexk KETNER

For a fourth straight year, the
Yosemite Badgers' girls' cross-
country team won the North
Sequoia League Title. Julianne
Warmerdam won NSL title for
individuals and made it all the
way to the State Finals.

The boys’ cross-country team
finished third in their division.
Art Hernandez and David
Gordus, also known by the team
as Thunder and Lightning, had
times of 18:36 and 18:48 respec-
tively to help the Badgers win a
Team Championship at the Dee

DeWitt Invitational, a 3.1 mile
circuitous course that has many
sharp turns and accelerations.
Senior Carmen George also
helped the girls win a Team
Championship at the Invitat-
ional, running a time of 23:47.
Members of the team are sen-
iors Brandon Brown, Spencer
Frasher, Ryan Fullerton, David
Gordus, Dustin Malanca, Mor-
itz Pavlik, Carmen George,
Tawni Jackson, Dori Jenkins,
Kezia Padilla, Mia Valentine and
Chelsea Withrow; juniors Mar-
tin Barrett, Brendan Drew,
David Guadagnini, Tim Hendry,

Art Hernandez, Marcus Hud-
son, Geoff Krammer, Skylar
Morasca, Aaron Salisbury, Joel
Shipp, Eddie Williams, Michelle
Annett, Alexi Hughes, Manami
Iba, Jessica Langley and Melinda
Larochelle.

Sophomores Roy Broomfield,
Robbie Ellis, Calvin Morss,
Bradley Stolp, Aspen Setaro,
Bailey Skeahan and Julianne
Warmerdam; and freshmen
Jonathon Burks, Clay Harmon,
Zed Salisbury, Peter Stewart,
Mallory Cooper, Margaret Mele
and Melanie Mele.

Tennis fi

CorDp MoonN

The Yosemite High School
Girls' Tennis Team finished the
season with an overall record of
7-7. Some of the most signifi-
cant players on the team were
Nicole Frost and Sarah Hudson,
who were the most successful
doubles pair. Coach Stan
Lawrence said they also
improved immensely throughout
the season. These two also went
to the Valley Tournament. They
were the only girls from the team
to get that far.

One of the major highlights
this year was when the Yosemite

nishes season 7-7

team nearly upset the No.2
ranked team in the league.

One of the most improved
players was Christa Elliott.

Coach Lawrence started play-
ing tennis when he couldn't play
basketball anymore, and he had a
friend who played tennis. He
quickly got into the sport and
was eventually better than his
friend who had taught him how
to play.

Lawrence said this was a good
year for the tennis players. He
said that this is a young team,
mostly ninth and tenth graders,
and that they are bound and will-

ing to improve their games.
They are talking about playing
over the summer as well.

Lawrence was also proud to
say that all the girls ended the
season as good as, or better than,
they were when the season had
started. Lawrence also said that
this was a very good, cooperative
team. They were very coachable,
and had excellent attendance.

He also said he was happy to
hear appreciation from his play-
ers, and ended by saying they
were just a great group of kids to
play tennis with and to be
around.

Golf ends season with solid record

CorD MooN
The Yosemite High School
Girls’ Golf team had a great year,
finishing with a solid record of
five wins and three losses. Some
major accomplishments were
that the team finished tied for
third place in league, and that
Ricsie Hernandez qualified for

the Valley Championship.

Speaking about this year’s
team, Head Coach Rusty
Oetinger said, “They had a lot of
heart.” Coach Oetinger was
proud of all of his players, but he
was especially proud of Audrey
Collins.

When asked why he coached
golf, and what got him into it,
Oetinger said, “It teaches life les-
sons.”

Coach Oetinger’s hopes for
next year is his team in general;
the upcoming team is young but
experienced. One of the major
highlights this year was also that
the girls played very well at the
league championship. Coach
Oetinger is looking forward to a
great year with the upcoming
girls’ team.

Boys soccer team gearing up

BRENDAN DREW

Winter sports are here and it
is time for boys' soccer again.
Last year the YHS varsity team
went .500, took third place in the
league, and played through the
first round of the playoffs.

This year the varsity team has
five returning players, now sen-
iors, who at the end of the last
season were all starters. These
seniors are the strikers Craig
Norman and Greg Choate,
defenders Bryan Adair and Ryan
Shapiro, and center-mid David
Gordus. Also on the team is sen-
ior Fabian Arce, and juniors

Drew  Hutchinson,  Travis
Ecklund, Eric Stewart, and
Arthur Hernandez. The coach of
the varsity team is Ron Cox.

Cox is looking forward to a
good season. “We have a very
good team this year. They have a
good attack, a good defense, and
excellent team speed. | think we
will win the league this year, but
if we do not we will at the very
least do as well as we did last sea-
son,” said Cox.

The soccer team had a scrim-
mage with McLane on Nov-
ember 21 in which both teams
made two goals. The team was
scheduled to play in a tourna-

ment at Sierra December 2
through 3. The team had a game
scheduled to be played against
Orosi on Wednesday, December
7. They have a second tourna-
ment scheduled to be played
today, December 9, through
Saturday, December 10, at
Lemoore.

Cox expects a lot for this year.
“We are a strong team and soccer
is a team sport. There are no
timeouts, no stops, and no
breaks. It is the players’ game. All
I can do is put them on the field
and hope they do their best and
remember the plays,” said Cox.






