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Final Paper Due: 
August 16, 2010 (First day of school) 

Class Discussion 1st two weeks of school.  Essay on mental disorder will be on 
August 31st. 

Paper will be turned in through “Turnitin.com” by midnight of the first day we 
return to school. 

Outline: 

I. Introduction 
II. History of Mental Disorder  

a. Back in the beginnings of psychology (Late 1800’s – 1940’s) 
b. Mid to late 20th Century 
c. 21st Century 

III. Symptoms 
a. Positive 
b. Negative 

IV. Types (include DSM IV diagnostic criteria here) 
a. Paranoid 
b. Disorganized 
c. Catatonic 
d. Residual 
e. Undifferentiated 

V. Therapies (general beliefs of the schools and how they apply to mental 
disorder) 
a. Biological School (Types of Drugs and what they do) 
b. Sociocultural School  
c. Cognitive School (Thought processes and ability to overcome voices) 
d. Behavioral / Learning School (Token economy and Positive 

Reinforcement) 
e. Eclectic (Combinations of all of the above (e.g. cognitive-biological) 

VI. Prognosis (How or can they cure the disease/mental disorder) 
VII. (A)Etiology of the disease/mental disorder 
VIII. Global Assessment Functioning (How do they use this system and why) 
IX. Differences in Gender (Male vs Female) 

a. Percentage of gender being diagnosed or cured 
X. Ethical Concerns within the scope of diagnosis and therapy 
XI. Methodologies 

a. Experiments (Shock Therapy, Drugs) 
b. Interviews 
c. Case Studies (Twin Studies) 
d. Observation  

XII. Culture  



a. Eastern vs. Western (e.g. Individualistic vs Communal) 
b. How other countries evaluate, interpret, and diagnose patients 

XIII. Nature vs. Nurture 
a. Genetics vs. Environment  
b. Twin studies 
c. Social Intervention 

XIV     Cost to Society 
a. Insurance Costs 
b. Taxes 
c. Prisons--What percentage of the mentally ill reside in our prison 

population? 
       X       Solutions for the future       
 


